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ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE 2. PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP
 
Sec. 201. Establishment of parent-child relationship. 

(a) The parent-child relationship is established between a woman and a child by: 
(1) the woman having given birth to the child, except as otherwise provided in the

Gestational Surrogacy Act;
(2) an adjudication of the woman's parentage;
(3) adoption of the child by the woman;
(4) a valid gestational surrogacy arrangement that complies with the Gestational

Surrogacy Act or other law; or
(5) an unrebutted presumption of the woman's parentage of the child under

Section 204 of this Act.
(b) The parent-child relationship is established between a man and a child by: 

(1) an unrebutted presumption of the man's parentage of the child under Section
204 of this Act;

(2) an effective voluntary acknowledgment of paternity by the man under Article 3
of this Act, unless the acknowledgment has been rescinded or successfully challenged;

(3) an adjudication of the man's parentage; 
(4) adoption of the child by the man; or
(5) a valid gestational surrogacy arrangement that complies with the Gestational

Surrogacy Act or other law.
(c) Insofar as practicable, the provisions of this Act applicable to parent-child

relationships shall apply equally to men and women as parents, including, but not limited to, the
obligation to support. 
Sec. 202. Parents' legal relationship. Every child has equal rights under the law regardless of the
parents' legal relationship. 
 
Sec. 203. Consequences of establishment of parentage. A parent-child relationship established
under this Act applies for all purposes, except as otherwise specifically provided by other law of
this State. 
 
Sec. 204. Presumption of parentage. 

(a) A person is presumed to be the parent of a child if: 
(1) the person and the mother of the child have entered into a marriage, civil

union, or substantially similar legal relationship, and the child is born to the mother during the
marriage, civil union, or substantially similar legal relationship, except as provided in the
Gestational Surrogacy Act or other law;

(2) the person and the mother of the child were in a marriage, civil union, or substantially
similar legal relationship and the child is born to the mother within 300 days after the marriage,
civil union, or substantially similar legal relationship is terminated by death, declaration of
invalidity of marriage, judgment for dissolution of marriage, civil union, or substantially similar



legal relationship, or after a judgment for legal separation, except as provided in the Gestational
Surrogacy Act or other law;

(3) before the birth of the child, the person and the mother of the child entered
into a marriage, civil union, or substantially similar legal relationship in apparent compliance
with law, even if the attempted marriage, civil union, or substantially similar legal relationship is
or could be declared invalid, and the child is born during the invalid marriage, civil union, or
substantially similar legal relationship or within 300 days after its termination by death,
declaration of invalidity of marriage, judgment for dissolution of marriage, civil union, or
substantially similar legal relationship, or after a judgment for legal separation, except as
provided in the Gestational Surrogacy Act or other law; or

(4) after the child's birth, the person and the child's mother have entered into a
marriage, civil union, or substantially similar legal relationship, even if the marriage, civil union,
or substantially similar legal relationship is or could be declared invalid, and the person is named,
with the person's written consent, as the child's parent on the child's birth certificate.

(b) If 2 or more conflicting presumptions arise under this Section, the presumption which
on the facts is founded on the weightier considerations of policy and logic, especially the policy
of promoting the child's best interests, controls. 
 


